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FROM THE

WORLD

Seven migrants were
transferred from the
United States to Rwanda
in August under a
deportation agreement
with the US, authorities
in the East African
country said on Thursday.
Rwanda said earlier in
August it would accept
up to 250 deportees
from the US.

Seven deportees
arrived from US 

RWANDA

Mexico said Wednesday
its postal service was
suspending package
shipments to the United
States ahead of an end to
the exemption on tariff
duties for low-value
packages by the Trump
administration.
The announcement
follows similar moves by
postal services from the
European Union and
several other countries to
pause shipping as they
await more clarity on the
US measure.

Postal shipments
to US suspended

MEXICO 

British actor Micheal
Ward was granted bail
Thursday after appearing
at a central London court
to face charges of rape
and sexual assault.
The 27-year-old, who has
starred in the Netflix
crime drama “Top Boy”,
faces two counts of rape
and three counts of
sexual assault.

Ward granted
bail over rape
charges

UK

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New York/Washington

The Trump administration is
proposing to limit the dura-
tion of visas for foreign stu-
dents and media personnel
in the United States.

The Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) in
a press release on
Wednesday said that if
finalised, the proposed rule
would limit the length of
time certain visa holders —
including foreign students —
are allowed to stay in the
United States.

Since 1978, foreign stu-
dents (F visa holders) have
been admitted into the US
for an unspecified period
known as “duration of
status”. 

Unlike other visas issued,
those with a “duration of
status” designation are
allowed to remain in the US
for an indefinite amount of
time without further screen-
ing and vetting, the DHS
said.

The Trump administration
said that foreign students
have taken advantage of the
“US generosity” and have
become “forever” students,
perpetually enrolled in
higher education courses to
remain in the country.

“For too long, past admin-
istrations have allowed
foreign students and other
visa holders to remain in the
US virtually indefinitely,
posing safety risks, costing
untold amounts of taxpayer
dollars, and disadvantaging
US citizens,” a DHS

spokesperson said. 
“This new proposed rule

would end that abuse once
and for all by limiting the
amount of time certain visa
holders are allowed to
remain in the US,” the
spokesperson added.

For foreign media person-
nel, who can work in the US
on an I visa that is issued for
five years and can be extend-
ed for multiple durations, the
rule would set the initial
admission period at up to
240 days. 

Foreign media representa-

tives would be eligible for an
extension period of up to 240
days, but no longer than the
length of the temporary
activity or assignment.

Under President Trump’s
proposed rule, the federal
government would set the
authorised admission and
extension periods for foreign
students and exchange visi-
tors up to the duration of the
programme they are partic-
ipating in, not to exceed a
four-year period. 

Additionally, admitting
foreign students, exchange,
and foreign media classifica-
tions for a fixed period of
time would require said
aliens to apply for authorisa-
tion to extend their stay
with the United States
Citizenship and Immigration
Services, therefore requir-
ing regular assessments by
the DHS for the alien to
remain in the US for a longer
period.

This proposed rule was
first  proposed under
President Trump in 2020 but

was withdrawn by the Biden
Administration in 2021.

Separately, the Trump
administration is planning to
change the H1B programme,
the most sought after non-
immigrant visa among
Indian IT professionals, and
also bring changes to the
Green Card process, US
Secretary of Commerce
Howard Lutnick has said.

“I’m involved in changing
the H1B programme. We’re
going to change that pro-
gramme, because that’s ter-
rible,” Lutnick said in an
interview to Fox News on
Tuesday.

He added that the Trump
administration is also going
to change the Green Card
process that provides perma-
nent residency in the US.

The move comes amid a
strain in ties between the US
and India following the
Trump administration
imposing 50 per cent tariffs
on India for its purchases of
Russian oil, which came into
effect from Wednesday. 

US to limit visa duration for students   

US to change H1B programme,
Green Card process: Lutnick 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n New York

The director of the US’s top
public health agency is out
after less than one month
in the job and several top
agency leaders have
resigned.

“Susan Monarez is no
longer director of the
Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) and Prevention. We
thank her for her dedicated
service to the American
people,” the US Department
of Health and Human
Services wrote in a social
media post Wednesday.

HHS officials did not
explain why Monarez was
no longer with the agency. 

Before the department’s
late afternoon announce-
ment, she told the
Associated Press: “I can’t
comment.” On Wednesday
evening, her lawyers Mark
Zaid and Abbe David Lowell
issued a statement that
said she had neither
resigned nor been told she
was fired.

“When CDC Director
Susan Monarez refused to

rubber-stamp unscientific,
reckless directives and fire
dedicated health experts,
she chose protecting the
public over serving a polit-
ical agenda. For that, she
has been targeted,” the
attorneys wrote.

“This is not about one
official. It is about the sys-
tematic dismantling of
public health institutions,
the silencing of experts,
and the dangerous politi-
cization of science. The
attack on Dr Monarez is a
warning to every American:
our evidence-based
systems are being under-
mined from within,” they
said.

Her departure coincided
with the resignations of at
least three top CDC officials.
The list includes Dr Debra
Houry, the agency’s deputy
director; Dr Daniel Jernigan,
head of the agency’s
National Center for
Emerging and Zoonotic
Infectious Diseases; and Dr
Demetre Daskalakis, head
of its National Center for
Immunisation and
Respiratory Diseases.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Lahore

At least 17 people have died
in the past 24 hours as
floods submerged hundreds
of villages across Pakistan’s
Punjab province, officials
said on Thursday.

Catastrophic flooding in
the Sutlej, Ravi, and Chenab
rivers has triggered mass
evacuations, damaged infra-
structure, and inundated
millions of acres of agricul-
tural land in the province of
over 130 million people.
According to  Punjab
Emergency Services Rescue
1122, as many as 17 people
died in the floods in the past
24 hours — seven in Sialkot,
four in Gujrat, three in
Narowal, two in Hafizabad
and one in Gujranwala.

Officials said the unusual-
ly high water levels in the
three rivers were caused by
heavy rains combined with
excess water released from
dams by India. Federal
Minister for Development
Ahsan Iqbal has accused
India of “water aggression”.

“India has resorted to
water aggression. This is a
natural disaster that can
only be dealt with through
cooperation on both sides of
the border. India should
have treated it as a natural
calamity  and worked
together with Pakistan, but
instead, it suddenly released
water in the form of a flood
wave, using it as a weapon,” 
he said.

India has opened all the
gates of its Thein Dam on
the Ravi River, prompting
the Punjab administration to
call in the Pakistan Army in
eight districts — Lahore,

Okara, Faisalabad, Sialkot,
Narowal, Kasur, Sargodha
and Hafizabad — of Punjab
to assist civil authorities in
rescue and relief operations,
officials had earlier said.

Pakistan had also received
a warning from India that it
intends to release water
from the rapidly filling
Madhopur Dam. Both dams
are on the Ravi River, which
f lows from India  into
Pakistan.

On Sunday, India com-
municated flood warnings
to Pakistan through diplo-
matic channels on “human-
itarian grounds”.

A day after the Pahalgam
terror attack on April 22,
India took a series of puni-
t ive measures against
Pakistan that  included
putting the Indus Waters
Treaty of 1960 in ‘abeyance’.
Usually, flood alerts are
shared through the Indus
Water Commission.

According to the Provincial
Disaster  Management
Authority (PDMA), major
flood surges are moving
downstream, with excep-
tionally high levels recorded
at Khanki and Qadirabad
headworks on the Chenab
and at Ganda Singh Wala on
the Sutlej.

The Ravi at Jassar and
Shahdara also remains in
high flood, prompting evac-
uations in parts of Lahore.

The Punjab government, in
a statement, said over 250,000
people have been evacuated
so far and relief operations are
continuing.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz con-
ducted an aerial survey of
flood-hit areas on Thursday.

17 killed as floods wreak
havoc in Pakistan

The Gurdwara Darbar Sahib, a shrine of Guru Nanak Dev, is submerged
after torrential rains in Kartarpur in Narowal district, Pakistan PTI

CDC director Susan

Monarez fired 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New York/Washington

The Trump administration is
planning to change the H1B
programme, the most sought
after non-immigrant visa
among Indian IT professionals
and also bring changes to the
Green Card process, US
Secretary of Commerce
Howard Lutnick has said.

“I’m involved in changing
the H1B programme. We’re
going to change that pro-
gramme, because that’s terri-
ble,” Lutnick said in an inter-
view to Fox News on Tuesday.

He added that the Trump
administration is also going to

change the Green Card process
that provides permanent res-
idency in the US.

“You know, we give green
cards. The average American
makes $75,000 a year, and the
average green card recipient
$66,000, so we’re taking the
bottom quartile, like, why are
we doing that? That’s why
Donald Trump is going to
change it. That’s the Gold Card
that’s coming. And we’re going
to start picking the best people
to come into this country. It’s
time for that to change,” 
he said.

Indians are the main ben-
eficiaries of the H-1B visas,
which bring in the best of the

talent and brains from
across the world. 

Highly-skilled profession-
als from India walk away
with the overwhelming
number of H-1B visas –
which is Congressional
mandated 65,0000 every
year and another 20,000
for those who received
higher education from the
US.

In a social media post on
Tuesday, Lutnick said, “The
current H1B visa system is

a scam that lets foreign
workers fill American job
opportunities.  Hiring
American workers should be
the priority of all great
American businesses. Now is
the time to hire American.”

Florida Governor Ron
DeSantis said in an interview
to Fox News that the H1B has
become a “total scam”. 

“These companies game
the system. You have some of
these companies that are
laying off large numbers of
Americans while they’re also
getting new H1Bs and renew-
ing H1Bs,” he said.

DeSantis said that people
used to say that America is
getting the “cream of the
crop” from all around the
world through the H1B visa
system. 

“The reality is that’s not
actually what H1B are. Most of
them are from one country,
India. There’s a cottage indus-
try about how all that people
make money off this system.”

He said that in the current
job market, young Americans
are having a much tougher
time because of what’s hap-
pening with AI. 




	290825_PIE_12_ADD

