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The pilgrimage to the Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine atop the
Trikuta hills in Jammu and Kashmir’s Reasi district is
likely to resume next week after a fresh review of the
weather advisory, officials said on Saturday.
The yatra remained suspended for the 12th consecutive
day on Saturday with the weatherman forecasting the
possibility of moderate rain or thunder showers over a
few districts of Jammu division towards late night or early
morning hours on September 7 and 8.
“A decision to resume the yatra will be taken next week.
The track is cleared of the debris and is getting a facelift
after the recent damage due to landslides triggered by
heavy rains,” an official of the shrine board said.
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The water level in the Pong dam marginally dipped to
1,394.19 feet on Saturday, though it remained four feet
above its upper limit of 1,390 feet, officials said.
On Friday evening, the water level in the dam was
1,394.8 feet. The water inflow also declined to 47,162
cusecs from 99,673 cusecs on Friday, while the outflow
remained unchanged at 99,673 cusecs, according to the
officials.

PUNJAB: WATER LEVEL IN
PONG DAM DIPS MARGINALLY

NDA-ally AGP to move SC, seek exemption
of Assam from immigrant foreigners’directive
TONY DAS n Guwahati

The Asom Gana Parishad
(AGP), part of the BJP-led
Government in Assam, on
Saturday said it will approach
the Supreme Court (SC) to
exempt the Northeastern
State from the Centre’s
recent directive on immi-
grant foreigners. The party
asserted it was in Opposition
to any step that goes against
the spirit of the Assam 
Accord, including the 
recent order.

The Assam Accord was
signed on August 15, 1985
after a violent anti-foreigner
movement, which claimed
the lives of  thousands.

“We have decided to file a
writ petition before the
Supreme Court, asking for
exemption of Assam from

the order,” AGP vice-presi-
dent and former MP Kumar
Deepak Das told a press con-
ference here.

“Any step that seeks to
dilute or is against the Assam
Accord will be protested
vehemently by our party,” he
said.

The Centre’s order, issued
under the recently imple-
mented Immigration and
Foreigners Act, 2025, 
allows Hindus, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and
Christians from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh and Pakistan
who entered India on or
before December 31, 2024, to
stay in the country without
valid travel documents, if
they fled religious persecu-
tion. In a departure from the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, 2019 that earmarked

December 31, 2014 as the
entry deadline for non-
Muslim immigrants to India
as eligibility for granting of
citizenship, the latest order
extends the entry date for
such immigrants by another
10 years as grounds for their
non-prosecution

Asked whether the AGP
will continue to remain part
of the NDA, Das said no deci-
sion has been taken in this
regard.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Pithoragarh (Uttarakhand)

Four BEd students from
Rajasthan hired a helicopter
to reach their exam centre in
Munsiyari here as landslides
caused by heavy rain have
left many roads blocked in
Uttarakhand.

Residents of Rajasthan’s
Balotra town, these students
of Uttarakhand Open
University had to reach RS
Tolia PG College in Munsiyari
to take the exam.

One of these students,
Omaram Jat, said, “When
we reached Haldwani on
August 31, we came to know
that all the roads leading to
Munsiyari were closed due
to landslides. We thought
we would not be able to take
our exam.”

He said then they came to
know about a company
which provides helicopter
service between Haldwani
and Munsiyari. However,

they found that the service
was temporarily unavail-
able due to bad weather.

“Then we spoke to the
CEO of Heritage Aviation

and requested him to take
us from Haldwani to
Munsiyari. We told him that
we would lose a year if we
do not reach the examina-
tion centre. After this, he dis-
patched two pilots and a
helicopter who safely took
us to Munsiyari and brought
us back to Haldwani,”
Omaram said.

The one-way fare for the
helicopter ride was `5,200,
he said.

Besides Omaram, the
other three students 
are Mangaram Jat,  
Prakash Godara Jat and
Narpat Kumar.

Somesh Kumar, in-charge
of BEd examination 
of Uttarakhand Open
University, said the examina-
tion centre was selected by
the candidates themselves. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Chennai

AIADMK senior KA
Sengottaiyan, who demand-
ed party general secretary
Edappadi K Palaniswami,
to take back into the
AIADMK fold all those who
left the party, was stripped
of his party posts on
Saturday. A brief statement
from the party said that
Palaniswami has removed
Sengottaiyan from the posts
of (state) organisation secre-
tary and Erode rural west
district secretary.

During his “open talk”
with the media in Erode,
Sengottaiyan had set an
ultimatum to Palaniswami
to initiate steps to bring
about a unification among
the expelled leaders within
ten days. 

Reacting to the action,
nine-time MLA Sengottaiyan,
said, “I never expected my
removal from the party
posts of  AIADMK
Organisation Secretary and
Erode Rural West District
Secretary by the AIADMK
General Secretary.”

Speaking to reporters
from his farmhouse 
in his native vil lage,
Kullampalayam near
Gobichettipalayam on
Saturday, he termed the
action an undemocratic
approach. He also said that
he would continue his
efforts to unite the expelled
leaders with the party.
Sengottaiyan avoided using
Palaniswami’s name and
referred to him as ‘General
Secretary’ as he did during
his press conference 
on Friday.

AIADMK’s Sengottaiyan
removed from party posts

13.79-km Shimla ropeway
approved: Deputy CM
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Shimla

Himachal Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Mukhes
Agnihotri on Saturday said
that the final approval has 
been granted for a 13.79
km ropeway project in 
Shimla, terming it a step
towards turning the state into
a tourism hub like Switzerland.

The project to be built 
at `1,734.70 crore will take
four years to complete, 
he said, according to 
a statement.

Agnihotri said the Shimla
ropeway, as others like it, will
help reduce traffic conges-
tion, cut greenhouse gas emis-
sions and will be modern,
eco-friendly mode of transport.

The ropeway will have three

lines, 14 sections and 13 sta-
tions, linking the state
Secretariat, hospitals, schools,
the railway station, and the
main bus stand in the State
Capital. Agnihotri said that
under the Smart City Project,
19 infrastructure projects
worth `50 crore and three
more projects worth ̀ 25 crore
would be built in Shimla by
next December.

Sasikala paid `450 crore in old
notes to buy sugar factory in TN
during demonetisation: CBI 
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi 

VK Sasikala, a close aide of
former Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister J Jayalalithaa, had
allegedly paid `450 crore in
old high-denomination cur-
rency notes to buy a sugar
factory during demonetisa-
tion in 2016, according to an
FIR lodged by the CBI. The
Central  Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) had regis-
tered the case on the Madras
High Court’s directions
against Padmaadevi Sugars
Limited (PSL) for allegedly
causing a loss of `120 crore
to the Indian Overseas Bank
(IOB). The account was
declared fraud in 2020.
Sasikala is not named as an
accused in the FIR. 

The sugar factory of PSL
(formerly known as SV Sugar
Mills) that the bank had
taken as collateral  was
attached by the income-tax
department under  the
Benami Properties
Transactions Act, according
to the FIR. It is alleged that
the I-T department’s search-
es in connection with a case
against Sasikala in 2017
resulted in a seizure of doc-
uments and loose sheets.
The documents show that
“during the period of demon-
etisation, an amount of ̀ 450
crore was paid for the pur-
chase of a sugar mill belong-
ing to the Patel Group”, the
bank has alleged in its com-
plaint to the CBI. The com-
plaint is now part of the FIR.
Jayalalithaa passed away on
December 5, 2016 at a private
hospital in Chennai. 

The IOB complaint has
alleged that Hitesh Shivgan
Patel, who was managing
the financial affairs of PSL
and was also the in-charge of
Prabhat Group, had stated on
oath that he had received a
total of `450 crore in old
high-denomination notes
towards the sale of the sugar
factory at Kancheepuram.

The Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) regard-
ing the sale of the factory
was entered into by Hitesh
Shivgan Patel, his father
Shivgan Patel and brother
Dinesh Patel, the complaint
has alleged. 

The MoU and original
share certificates of SV Sugar
Mills Limited, which were
held by the Patels and enti-
ties of  the Patel Group, were
seized by the I-T department
during searches on
November 18, 2017.

The tax department
termed it benami property as
the Patel Group was holding
it even after the payment of
`450 crore towards the sale
of PSL, along with shares
and assets, for the alleged
benefit of Sasikala, who paid
the amount for the purchase. 

The complaint alleges
that Sasikala is the benefi-
cial owner and the proper-
ty in the instant case — the
sugar factory of the PSL in
Kancheepuram, along with
the land, all the machinery,
i n s t a l l a t i o n s  e t c  —  i s
benami. After taking over
the investigation in July,
the CBI conducted search-
es at six locations in Tamil
Nadu on August 12 in con-
nection with the case, offi-
cials said.  “The allegations
in the FIR include fraudu-
lent availing of various
credit facilities from the
Indian Overseas Bank, mis-
appropriation of property,
diversion of bank funds to
sister concerns and unrelat-
ed entities, siphoning of
funds to related parties
and interest-free advances
to private firms,” a CBI
spokesperson had said. 

Students hire chopper to reach
exam centre in Uttarakhand
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